Press release 
UNESCO within reach
				18 sites within 100 minutes from Košice

SPIŠSKÝ CASTLE, 2nd of April, 2017- A visitor of the region can get to as many as 18 sites and locations of UNESCO world heritage within 100 minutes by car from Košice.   		The unifying element and the most common characteristic of the whole region is good access to a large number of UNESCO-heritage sites, despite the great diversity of its individual parts. Organization Košice Region Tourism has therefore taken the theme of "UNESCO within reach" as a permanent identifier of the destination, which has a high potential in a competitive environment to attract the attention of tourists through increasing brand awareness.
Košice Region Tourism wants to profit from the growing interest of visitors and develop it further. Last year’s fresh statistics indicate that the Košice region has reached the highest growth among the eight Slovak regions.  A promising signal was the evidence of visitor traffic in the summer of 2016 ushered in by yearly data.  We are very pleased to know that according to the Statistical Office of SR, output destination of the  Košice Region achieved the most significant growth rate among the eight Slovak regions, both in traffic and in the number of overnight stays. In addition, 347 000 visitors for the year 2016 indicates that our destination reached tourist interest in comparison to the hitherto most successful year of 2008,” stated executive director Lenka Vargová Jurková.
In comparison with the year 2016, there were added, in the ​​Košice region, 27% domestic and 38% foreign visitors in both categories, these are confidently the highest increases in Slovakia. The Košice region has reached the top in an imaginary regions chart in number of overnight stays, an overall increase of 21%. According to the director, increasing traffic is beneficial for tourism, and therefore for the development of the regional economy too. " Revenues from accommodation increased year over year by more than two and a half million euros, which is a 16-percent increase. The growth in traffic and overnight stays, understandably also benefited local entrepreneurs and service providers and is thus a necessary impetus for our region. " 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Building on these results, the Košice Region Tourism comes with a modern approach to destination management, which uses distinctive feature of the region for the promotion - 18 UNESCO World Heritage Sites within 100 minutes from Košice. In addition to innovative marketing, other activities are also needed to serve as site development. In retrospect, the development of the locations where they are found as well. Therefore, this year Košice Region Tourism came up with a new financial support mechanism – the TOP location. The mechanism of the Kosice self-governing region falls under the program Terra Incognita. "Among the UNESCO monuments are those that, in addition to promoting, also need developmental momentum. That is why, with the support of the regional self-government and in cooperation with the actors of the tourism industry, we are committed to improving in particular the tourist infrastructure, which is crucial for many of these places, "added L. Vargová Jurková, whom also as an example mentioned the transfer of remains of the Temple of St. Nicholas in Ruska Bystra.  The aim of the local project is for the wooden church to be more accessible for the visitors, which will benefit the tourism industry in the east and also follow up with the creation of new jobs.
Activity and conceptual work of organization of regional tourism resonates throughout Slovakia. "Kosice Region Tourism is a good example of a modern and efficient management of destinations, with the call for the development of tourism based on the latest trends and know-how. The theme of the UNESCO within REACH has the potential to be a strong attraction for tourists and not only from neighboring states. Within the tourism industry, it is generally known that the world heritage monuments attract more tourists. And that is why the concept of regional organizations can contribute to the further growth of tourism in Slovakia, "said Director General of tourism of the Ministry of transport and construction Section of the SR Ivana Magátová.

Among the instruments of support to the main themes of the destinations are also video-shots capturing the individual places. You can have a look at them after loading the QR-codes.
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Year over year Comparison of traffic to destinations in the Košice Region (source: ŠÚ SR, 2017):

	
	2015
	2016
	Change
	Change in%

	The number of visitors
	266 358
	347 014
	80 656 +
	+ 30%

	The number of overnight stays
	597 759
	726 401
	+ 128 642
	+ 21%

	Sales for the accommodation of visitors with VAT
	17 033 740 €
	19 733 768 €
	+ € 2 700 028
	+ 16%

	The usability of the beds for the number of nights spent
	41.0 nights
	53.5 nights
	+ 12.5 nights
	+ 31%





Foreign visitors- year over year development
	Bratislava region
	16.4%

	Trnava region
	9.8%

	Trenčin region
	26.1%

	Nitra region
	22.9%

	Žilina region
	17.7%

	Banska Bystrica region
	13.5%

	Prešov region
	16.3%

	Košice region
	37.4%



Domestic visitors – year over year development

	Bratislava region
	15.5%

	Trnava region
	5.1%

	Trenčin region
	14.5%

	Nitra region
	9.1%

	Žilina region
	14.1%

	Banska Bystrica region
	16.7%

	Prešov region
	15.0%

	Košice region
	26.9%
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